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South Texas Project Pioneers Major Industry Change
Initiative Will Increase Safety, Reliability and Productivity at Nuclear Plants

Wadsworth, Texas (July 17, 2007) – The Nuclear Regulatory Commission approved a request from the South Texas Project Nuclear Operating Company that will enhance plant safety by allowing operators to focus on the systems and components that are most important to the safe and reliable operation of the plant. The change will improve operational flexibility and enhance performance of on-line maintenance, leading to increased productivity for STP and other nuclear plants.
The NRC action enables STP to use risk assessment and management programs to determine how quickly repairs must be completed on plant equipment, rather than requiring the tasks be done within mandated and frequently short timeframes. Approved by the NRC on July 13, the change allows STP to use its Configuration Risk Management Program to set allowed outage times for many of the systems and components covered by the plant’s Technical Specifications. Previously, such equipment had to be repaired within set periods, sometimes as short as a few hours, or the plant would have to shut down. The new Risk-Managed Technical Specifications will allow up to 30 days to complete repairs if risk analysis shows an extended schedule does not compromise plant safety.
 “This is a significant achievement for STP and the nuclear energy industry,” said STP President and CEO James Sheppard. “We will implement this change very safely and carefully. We are committed to safe and reliable operations, which this advancement will improve while also increasing production capabilities at STP and other nuclear plants,” Sheppard said.
STP was asked to pilot the RMTS process because of the plant’s extensive experience in probabilistic risk assessment. The two-unit station is an industry leader in the use of risk assessment and management in plant maintenance. 
STP collaborated with industry owners’ groups, the Nuclear Energy Institute, the Electric Power Research Institute, Westinghouse and the Ft. Calhoun and San Onofre plants to develop the RMTS process and its accompanying industry guidance document. NRC approval followed an exhaustive safety review that spanned seven years and entailed thousands of hours of scrutiny by agency staff.
To find out more about the South Texas Project, visit www.stpnoc.com.


About the South Texas Project
STP’s reactors supply power to Houston, Austin, San Antonio, Corpus Christi and surrounding areas. The plant is managed by the STP Nuclear Operating Company and is owned by NRG Texas, CPS Energy and Austin Energy. STP's twin reactors produce nearly 2,700 megawatts of electricity, enough to power more than two million homes. 
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