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STP Honored for Best Nuclear Project Worldwide
Wadsworth, Texas – Dec. 12, 2007 – Power Engineering magazine has presented a 2007 Project of The Year Award to the STP Nuclear Operating Company for excellence in replacing the low pressure turbines in both STP units.  The publication has honored STP’s turbine replacement effort as the Best Nuclear Project worldwide.   
        The award was presented Dec. 10 at the POWER-GEN International Conference in <<New Orleans>>. Bob Bjune, turbine generator and LP turbine replacement project manager, accepted the honor for STP.
        The LP turbines were replaced in Unit 1 in October 2006, during a routine refueling and maintenance outage, in a world-record time of 26 days and 11 hours. The turbines and main generator rotor were replaced during the Unit 2 outage this April in exactly 28 days, which set another global record, for replacing four turbine train components.  
        Removing the old turbines and installing the new ones required 36 heavy and potentially dangerous hoists. More than 2,200 tons of components were removed and replaced without a single lost-time injury and only two recordable incidents: one worker pulled an arm muscle lifting a bucket, and another suffered a spider bite. 
        The installations successfully concluded an effort that began in early 2003 and spanned the globe. Design work was performed in the <U.S.> using calculations concurrently done in <India> and <<Germany>>. Initial fabrication was completed in <Indonesia>; factories across <Europe> made forgings and machined components. 
        The turbines were manufactured by Siemens Power Generation, Inc., which assembled and tested them at its European center for steam turbine work, in <<Germany>>. By using existing steam more efficiently, the new turbines increased the output of STP’s units by 70 megawatts each, to 1,350 megawatts per unit. 
        STP supplies power to Houston, <Austin>, <San Antonio>, <<Corpus Christi>> and surrounding areas. The plant is managed by the STP Nuclear Operating Company and owned by Austin Energy, CPS Energy and NRG Texas. STP's twin reactors produce 2,700 megawatts of electricity, enough for approximately two million homes.
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